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,
Re: Docket Nos. 91-221,87-7, 87-8 and 96-222

EX PARTE Filing

Dear Ms. Salas:

-

On behalf of The Christian Network, Inc., I am attaching a letter to the Chairman
filed in connection with the above-referenced matters addressing the issue of the UHF
Discount and the Single Majority Shareholder Rule.

Pursuant to Section 1. 1206(b) of the Commission's rules, an original and two copies
of this letter are being submitted to the Secretary's office for each of the above-captioned
dockets. Should there be any questions regarding this filing, please contact the undersigned.

MLM/sjf
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Senr By: THE CHRISfiAN NtIWOH,'

December 10, 199R

Chairman William E. Kc:nnard
federal CnmmunicatiollJ Cummillslon
1919 M SucCi. N. W., Room 814
Washington, D. C. 20..4154

Dear Chairman Kennanl:

The FCC will soon mate several imronanl and biJtnric policy dec~illnll that could have a major iwpllCf on
the broade"l indwdry and 1V sta&.iun owners. Tbel'e llCC two issues to be decided wbich arc ofparticular
inlcrcgf to me. Those Iln: the matlers of UHF OiscOOJlI and rill.: Single M~ority Shareholder RuJc..r,

As pl'esidcnt of The Christian Network. Inc., I am parhcularly concerned with these ilL'I\JeS because or the
potential impact they may have on those 1V slations and network OWIlClll who wort with U5 in distributinc
religious pro.ramming throuBhoUl: the United Statos.

For in.'1lance, the Christian Network provides 35 hours each wed, 1)( Cbri&ti.. and family-oricnu:d
prograouning in PAXtv. BCClWIe oftms prograuunins relatiolUhip, aJllIituaUoDll with possible negalive
impact OIl PAXlv life very importanlln us. AddiLiomdly, The ChriJUID Network has dozens of other Ul'U'
SllltiOIl affiliates around the COUDtl'y, which carry our pwgJ'llmnUD&. Hislorically,lliche programm.ing.
including religious programming and Christian progranuning lIll ~ucb. is diaproportiooately dcpclldeDt upon
UHF television stations for distribution. nw.'ll why it is so Unp<)J'lant 10 us daat all advanlale& currently
el\ioyed by UHF stations in ecneral, and ChriSlian or family-orienled IitariOIl$ in particular. are continued.
however small Lhelle advan~ might be,

I realize these issues may appear minur in comparison 10 uLher FCC iss\1C3 10 be decided. However. I
believe the consequences or a negative ~isilln hy die Commission on tho UHF Discount and SinJIe
Ml\i01'ily Shareholder rules could produce a broadcast martclp1acc: that is uoretponlllvc to tbose emerging
networks who are undertatiu8 10 provide more rdigious and famiJy-nriented lelevi.'1ioD programming.

To further support the position lllJ*d in his leltel. I offer tho foUowiD8 major poWlS of argument in favor of
!he mill DiSCOUlll and Single Majority Shareholder Rules, I urge the Commission 10 cU'Cfully oonsider the
impact of thair decis.ion nn those issues, lind to vote 10 mainlain the oxisting UJ-n' DiscoUJll and tbe SinsJc
Majority ShuehoJder Rule.

Mqln";. U,!iM UHF DUcDunl;

o This da:ount hu been ill plllCe lOr 13 yeAnl and has heeD • major factor ill lile growth of UHF
television.

U UHF television slall011S continue tll llperato with li:chnical and economic disodv8IIlllges to
VHF stalions as coM1Rtently retlecLcd in ratings disp.-ities,

a DTV ix continuiA& Lhc IDf[I handicap wi!h inadoqu~ puWCl' aJlolmenl3 and cable carrillgc
elMot eliminate the UHPNHP disparity.

A Mbltrtry ofD~C'''''' Network, 1M.
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CJ Retaining lhe UHF discuunl serves the Cnmmission's divc~i1Y :lod cumpcrition gnals by
encouraging the developmentl)f emerging networks such III PAXtv. WB. lJPN. Univislon Gill]

Telemundo.
U The emerging networks art; buill upon UHF sLIIlions ~nd Blust, to be econumicaJly vUihie. own

II lIignificaot portion ot their distrihution.

R«ttIiII till Sine" MIIlorilr ShlUWlJo/tJu hie:

LJ The siqgle lII11jnrily stwehuldcr rule wiJl pc;lTTlit the emerging IIClworks In hold up 10 49% of
lhe voriDg siock of a female, minority or new cntI'ant·conlrol1ed &ration witbout havin~ that
lIlation be lUtihul.abJe 10 the emerging network for either DlllinnaJ or local oWMl'ship
[lurposes.

CJ The em«ging network would provide programming to the stalinn via :l standard AftiIiabnn
~rcemenl.

a The ernerging network. Wiluid work wilh the majority uwner 10 oblain Ihird party (c.g., bank)
financing for !he eonstructiun 01' purohose of the sration.

U The emerging network would Itul have any option to purchQ9C lhe station.
o TIle lllation licensee would be provided with signifICant time 00 II daily basis fur the brolllclL~t

of non-network, local programming.
U The single ullijority shareholtkr would be in conttol of tIle ownership. programming,

operation And ultimate dispositiun of the station.

Yuur kind CODllidCJ'lllion of this request is deeply aprreciated. It iM my hope and prayer tha1 the
Commission's serioull reflection of l.hc points made: in this lettel will Jlroduce 11 dccil:Wn favOI'IIhle 10
Christian prograaullco llpocifioaUy. lUld qualitY fanuly aclevision in general.

M~y God bites:! you and give: yuu wisdom ill your deliberation.II.

~
Du.~tiD Rubeck
Prcsidenr and CEO

DRlcv
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